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Overview 
In January 2016, a state of emergency was declared in the city of Flint, Michigan due to 
high levels of lead pollution in the city’s water system. Thousands of children and 
families were affected by the crisis and continue to deal with the aftermath of the crisis. 
Despite the national attention that this crisis received, lead contamination in drinking 
water is not isolated to Flint. The W.K. Kellogg Foundation has partnered with the 
Horsley Witten Group to create a website and fact sheets – one for parents and families 
who own their homes and one for renters – so that they can identify, address and 
prevent lead exposure in their drinking water. 
 
We have created a social media guide with a suite of materials to help you amplify and 
spread the word to parents and families about ways they can protect themselves from 
lead in their drinking water. Thank you for your help in disseminating these important 
resources.   

 
Calls to Action 

 Share graphics that provide tips on how to prevent lead in drinking water on 
Twitter and Facebook. 

 

 Distribute the content to your professional and personal networks to share this 
important information via Twitter, Facebook and e-mail. 
 
 

If you would like to become more involved in our dissemination efforts please 
contact Deidre Huntington at deidre.huntington@wkkf.org.  

  



 

  

 

Sample Content  
For Use on Your Digital Channels 



 

Sample e-Blast 
You can include the tailorable content below in an e-blast to your members or 
constituents to announce the release of these resources: 
 
Subject: New resources from W.K. Kellogg Foundation and Horsley Witten Group aim 
to prevent lead exposure for homeowners and renters 
 
Content: Lead in drinking water can cause significant health problems, particularly for 
children. Furthermore, children of color and children living in low-income communities 
bear a disproportionately high burden of lead exposures and lead toxicity. Slow 
development, behavioral problems and brain damage can all be direct results of lead 
exposure. To help address this issue, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, in partnership with 
the Horsley Witten Group, has created a website and fact sheets – one for parents and 
families who own their homes and one for renters – so that they can identify, address 
and prevent lead exposure in their drinking water. These resources are a follow-up to 
the previously released report “Managing Lead in Drinking Water in Schools and Early 
Childhood Education Facilities” which provided comprehensive best practices for lead 
sampling and analysis in schools and ECE facilities across the country.  
 
These latest resources can be shared on social media, within professional networks and 
with families. Our hope is that these materials will support parents and families to 
understand the risks that exposure to lead present, learn about the ways in which lead 
can contaminate water and take action to reduce their exposure to it. The W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation has also created social media materials that you and your organization can 
use to promote these materials to your members. For more information, please click 
here. 
 
Web Content/ListServ Language 
The content can be included on your website or in your listserv in order to direct your 
networks to the materials:  
 
 
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation, in partnership with the Horsley Witten Group, releases 
shareable resources on identifying, preventing and addressing lead exposure in drinking 
water for homeowners and renters. 
 

  

http://www.drinkingwateralliance.org/lead
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2016/02/managing-lead-in-drinking-water-at-schools-and-early-childhood-education-facilities
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media/article/2016/02/managing-lead-in-drinking-water-at-schools-and-early-childhood-education-facilities
http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI


 

Sample Graphics & Social Content 
The graphics and content provided below can be tailored and shared on Facebook and 
Twitter. The text and images offer a representation of key findings and reactions to the 
resources provided, communicating different facts and figures and calling attention to 
these important findings and recommendations.  
 
Twitter:  

 Ask your landlord the important 
questions to ensure that you 
and your family live a 
#LeadFreeLife: [insert graphic] 
 

 Knowledge is power. Learn 
what you can do to reduce lead 
in drinking water. Check out and 
share a new infographic [insert 
graphic] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twitter:  

 Learn more about the ways you 
can prevent the side effects of 
lead exposure here: 
http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI [insert 
graphic]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI


 

Facebook 

 Lead seldom occurs naturally in rivers, lakes and other water sources. So if lead 
is found in your water, the most likely reason is the corrosion of a lead service 
line, lead solder and/or brass fixtures. Follow the link to learn more about ways 
you can identify and prevent lead exposure in your home: 
http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI 
 

 Whether you rent of own your home, it is important to know the right questions to 
ask about possible lead exposure. Learn more about the questions you should 
be asking to keep you and your family safe: http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI 
 

 Identifying the possibility of lead exposure in your home early can help protect 
you and your family from long term health effects like damage to the brain and 
nervous system, slowed development and growth and learning and behavioral 
problems. Read more here: http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI 
 

Twitter 

 Don't miss these important materials from the @WK_Kellogg_Fdn on ways to 
#LiveLeadFree http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI 

 Fast Fact: Boiling water does a lot of things but it does NOT remove lead. Read 
about more ways to #LiveLeadFree here: http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI 

 Installing a water filter is important to living a #LeadFreeLife. Make sure it has 
been NSF/ANSI Standard 53 certified for lead reduction. 

 Lead dissolves more easily in hot tap water. Use cold for drinking, cooking & 
baby food. Learn more: http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI #LeadFreeLife  

 Don't forget to clean your faucet aerators. Build up and debris can contain lead! 
Learn more here: http://ow.ly/oxOo303LCAI #LiveLeadFree 
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